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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: ASSYRIAN AND ARMENIAN CASES IN ATHENS 

1 . MISSION SHOULD INEORM UNHCR THAT INS HAS AGAIN REJECTED 
DEPARTMENT PROPOSAL TO PAROLE INTO U.S. 78 REEUGEES REMAIN- 
ING IN ATHENS FROM ORIGINAL GROUP OF ASSYRIANS AND ARME- 
NIANS TRANSFERRED EROM BEIRUT. INS' COMMUNICATION ON THIS 
MATTER READS IN PART AS FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE A REVIEW OE ATHENS TELEGRAM NO. 2647 DATED MARCH 23, 
1977 FAILS TO ESTABLISH ANY HUMANITARIAN GROUNDS TO USE AS 
A BASIS FOR CONSULTING WITH THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEES OF THE 
CONGRESS ON THE SUBJECT OF A GROUP PAROLE OF THESE PERSONS. 
SIMILARLY, THERE ARE INSUEFICIENT GROUNDS TO EXERCISE INDI- 
VIDUAL PAROLES. THE SUBJECTS HAVE BEEN REJECTED EOR CON- 
DITIONAL ENTRY AND ARE NOT INTEGRAL PARTS OF FAMILY GROUPS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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IN THE UNITED STATES. 

AS YOU KNOW, THE NUMBER OF PERSONS BROUGHT TO ATHENS WAS 
SEVERAL HUNDRED MORE THAN ORM AND THIS SERVICE HAD AGREED 
TO OR AUTHORIZED. WELL OVER 100 HAD BEEN REJECTED IN 
BEIRUT AT AN EARLIER DATE. IN ADDITION, WCC HAD INDICATED 
THAT REJECTED ALIENS IN ATHENS WOULD BE RETURNED TO BEIRUT 
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OR BE RESETTLED ELSEWHERE. 

UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, I REGRETFULLY REJECT YOUR REQUEST 
EOR PAROLE. IN VIEW OF THE IMPROVING POLITICAL SITUATION 
IN LEBANON AND THE FACT THAT UNITED STATES PERSONNEL ARE 
NOW RETURNED TO BEIRUT, I BELIEVE THAT THE POSSIBILITY OP 
RETURNING THESE REJECTED APPLICANTS TO LEBANON SHOULD BE 
PURTHER EXPLORED. UNQUOTE 

2. WHILE DEPARTMENT INTENDS TO PURSUE THIS MATTER PURTHER 
WITH INS, PROSPECTS ARE NOT GOOD. MISSION, THEREFORE, 

SHOULD AGAIN URGE UNHCR TO RENEW ITS EPPORTS TO FIND 
RESETTLEMENT POSSIBILITIES FOR THESE 78 REFUGEES IN 
COUNTRIES OTHER THAN THE USA. VANCE 
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